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RESUMO

Estudar a formacfio da classe operfria ne Brasil significe analisar e
ncomparhar, em sua evolugfo temporal, as atividades, lutas, idéias, organizacdes e
praticas através das quais milhares de homens e mulheres se constituiram como
agentes historicos nesse pais. Nesse processe, sujeitc aos condicionantes
econdmicos, culturais e politicos atuantes na sociedade e impulsionado pela luta de
classes, © operariado brasileiro foi delimitando seu contorne de classe,
desenvolvendo uma identidade e interesses em comum. Esse processo ndc ocorreu de
forma exatamente igual em todos os recantos do pais, mas foi balizado pela
existéneia do mesmo sistemna institucional legal e pela forma concreta em que se
efetivava a exploragfio capitalista, dentro das fabricas e oficinag, por toda a parte do
territdrio nacional

O objetn principal dessz tese ¢ 2 andlise do prosesso de formagio de um
segmento desse proletariado brasileiro, os operarios das cidades de Pelntas e Rio
Grande, estudando-os de forma comparativa, ne periodo de 1888 até 1937. O corte
cronologico obedeceu ao fato que, nesses anos, hruve maior liberdade de acdo e
erganizagho para o operariado, em contraposicio a periodos posteriores, marcados
pela legislagfo trabalhista e uma organizacio sindical totalmente tutelada pelo
Estado. Quanto 3 escolha espacial, ag duas cidades constituiam um pélo industrial
importante na Primeira Republica, apresentando um forte movimento operario.
Centrando o foco da andlise nos operarios pelotenses e contrapondo-os aos rio-
grandinos, esperava-se distinguir influéncias e caracteristicas provenientes do meio
cultural e social em que se desenvolveram, e que pudessem se refletir em
diferenciagBes locais, 0 que realmente aconteceu. Mas também ficou evidente a
estreita relacio desse segmento com os demais, comprovando que o© processo de
constru¢do da classe operiria brasileira ocorren de forma semelhante, em todo o

territério nacional, guardando pequenas diferenciagdes regionais.



Baseando-se o estudo em Przeworskd e Thompson, com contribuicdes de
Touraine e Castoriadis, procurou-se investigar como ocorreu a construcdc da classe
operiria nestas duas cidades, suas semelhancas e diferengas e que fatores
contribuiram, positiva ou negativamente, no processo ds formacio de classe e
construgio de uma identidade operaria. Centrou-se a aten¢io no estudo das acdes
organizadas de classe, come greves, mobilizagtes e festas operérias, pois nesses
episodios de conflito ou afirmagio de uma posigio classista é onde se pode perceber,
mais nitidamente, o desenvolvimento de uma identidade comum entre o operariado.
As assoctagBes, entidades ou 6rgdos que a classe crion e manteve durante ¢ periode,
foram outra varidvel destacada na anilise, pois a elas coube a estruturagio do
movimento e sua continuidade. Essas associacOes foram consideradas em sentido
ample, ndo limitando-se apenas aquelas de representago de classe, mas buscando-se
levantar a totzlidade dos organismos associativos existentes nas duas cidades,
durante o periodo considerado, tentando distinguir em quais e como ocorreu 2
participagio operéria, e seus resultados para a organizacio ou desorganizacio da
classe. A cdmposigéo de operariade e sua inter-relagio com o contexto leeal, ao lado
das influéncias de correntes ideologicas efou politicas com expressfic entre eles,

foram outras varidveis analisadas.



ABSTRACT

Studying the formation of the working class in Brazil means to anelyze and to
fellow the evoluction of the activiﬁes, the ideas, the organizations and the bractices
+hat turned thousands of men and women into historical agents in this country. Along
this process, the Brazitian labor class, subjected by économic, cultural and politic
constraints acting through and urged by the class struggle, began to develop na
identity and common interests as a class. This process did not happen in the same
way in all the places of the country. However it was marked by the existence of the
same legal and institutional system and by the way that the capitalist explsitation was
actually carried out in the factories and in the workshops all over the national
territory.

The main purpose of this thesis is the analysis of the formaticn process of a
Brasilian working class segmentcomposed of workers from Pelotas and Rio Grande,
comparatively studied from 1888 to 1937 The chronological cut is due to the fact
that, in that period, the working class had great freedom of action and organization, -
in oppesition of later periods marked by labor lfegisiation and by labor union
organization entirely controlled by the State. In concern to the choice of space, these
two cities constituted na important industrial pole during First Republic, with a
strong labor movement. Focusing the analyzation of workers in Pelotas  and
contrasting then with the ones in Rio Grande, it was expected to find out influences
and characteristics given by their cultural and the social milieu. Such influences and
characteristics could reflect focal differences and this actually happened. What also
Became apparent was the close link between this segment and all Brazilian workers.
This proves that the process of construction of Brazilian working class occurred in
similar ways at all the country, only keeping smali regional differences.

Supperting the study of Przworski and Thompson’s works, with the

contribution of Castoriadis and Touraine’s ideas, the investigation wzs led to find out



how the construction of the working class occurred in these fwa rities, what was thetr
simifarities and their differences and what factors wnartiripated nositively or
necativelyv in the nraceas of class formation and of construction of identity of their
own. The attention was fronread in tha otudy of nroanizedactions of class, as strikes
mobilizations and workers’ celebrations, hecause it i= in thece anisodes of class
conflict and affirmatinn that npe can realize clearly the development of a commen
idantity amang tha warkare The ageaciations, socteties or organizations that the class
actahliched and supported during the period were other variables emphasized in the
analization, because they had the responsability of movement’s erganization and
continuity Thege acenciatinne were hrpadly considered, once the study did not
conctrain iteelf tn the representation of class organizations. On the contrary @
researched the totality of associative organizations that the tun eitiechad during the
rerind of investigationtrying to identifyin which onesand how accvrredthe warker’s
rarticinatinn and their results on the class organization and disproanizatinon Other
variables anslvzed wara the wnrking olass compositions and its interrelationships
whit the loesl cnantovt and the influences of ideological or political carrents with

representation among the workers,




















































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































































